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Inthispoem,thepoetsaysthatwhenthehumidshadowsdrift(here,‘humid
shadows’meansdarkcloudsfullofwater).Hesaysthatwhentheskyisfull
ofdarkcloudswhichhavemoisture,andarefullofwaterandareaboutto
bringrain.Further,whenthesecloudsfloataroundtheskyoverthestarry
spheres(referstotheskyatnighttimethatisfullofstars).

Then,hugecloudsthatarefullofmoisturemovearoundinthesky.Andthe
raindropsthatseem likeatearfallingfrom theskywipethesaddarknessof
thenight.Moreover,thepoetiscomparingtheraindropstotearsastohim
thedarkskyseemsverysad.Also,itappearsasifitisweepingandthe
raindropsarethetearsshedbyit.Hefurtheraddsthatitislikeablessingto
lieonthebedinhisroom.Andlistentothesoundmadebyraindropsfalling
ontheroof.

Inthenextpart,thepoetexpresseshisfeelingswhenhehearstheraindrops
fallingontheroofofhishouse. Poetsaysthateverytinkleontheshingles
hasanechointheheart.Wheneverhehearsraindropsfallingontherooftop
itssoundrepeatsinhisheartandinhisdreams.Further,hehasmany
differentandfantasticimaginations.Also,thefallingdropsofrainonthe
rooftopscreatesmanynewdifferentdreamsinhismind.Forinstance,he
recollectsmanymemoriesofthepastwhichcomebackintohismindas
dreams.Hence,helistenstothepatteroftherainupontheroof,hehas
manynewdreamsinhismind.Andhismemoriesofthepastcomebackin
theform ofdreams.

Inthelastparagraph,thepoetintroduceshismotherandsaysthatheis
dreamingofhismother.Asinthepreviousstanzathatrainbringsmemories
ofthepast.Theywerethememoryofhismotherwhoisnolongeralive.
Longago,hismotherusestolovehim alotandsheusestoconsiderhim a
darling.Also,shewouldlethim sleepuntildaybreakandhavesweetdreams.
Ashelistenstothesongmadebytheraindropsfallingontherooftopofhis
room hefeelsthathismotherislookingathim. Moreover,thesoundofrain
makeshim correlatehispastwithhispresent.That’sthereasonhewasso
movedbythesoundoftheraindropsontheshinglesofhisroom.Everytime
hehearsthissounditbringsbackmemoriesofthepastasheremindsofhis
mother.
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PageNo:42ThinkingaboutthePoem
I.1.Whatdothefollowingphrasesmeantoyou?Discussinclass.
(i)humidshadows
(ii)starryspheres
(iii)whatabliss
(iv)athousanddreamyfanciesintobusybeingstart
(v)athousandrecollectionsweavetheirair-threadsintowoof
Ans:1.(i) “Humidshadows”refertothedarkcloudsthatproducerain.
(ii) “Starryspheres”refertothenightskyaboundinginstars.
(iii) “Whatabliss”referstothehappinessofthepoet.Whenitrainspoet
getsintohiscottageandenjoythepatterofrainupontheroof.
(iv) Thisreferstothevariousimaginarythoughtsandfantasiesthatare
arousedinthepoet’smind.
(v) Thisphrasemeansthatnumerousmemoriesintermingletoform a
beautifulpicturethatthepoetrecollects.

2.Whatdoesthepoetliketodowhenitrains?



Ans: Whenitrains,thepoetfeelsdelightedtoliewithhisheadpressed
againstthepillowofhiscottagechamberbedandlistentothepatterofthe
softrain.

3.Whatisthesinglemajormemorythatcomestothepoet?Whoarethe
“darlingdreamers”herefersto?
Ans: Thesinglemajormemorythatcomestothepoetisthatofhismother
andherfondlook.
The“darlingdreamers”arethepoetandhissiblingsintheirchildhoodwhen
theywerelovinglyputtosleepbytheirmother.

4.Isthepoetnowachild?Ishismotherstillalive?
Ans: No,thepoetisnotachildnow.Heisagrownupman.Heremembers
herwhenheisinsidehiscosycottageandenjoythepatternofrainonthe
roof.

II.1.Whenyouwereayoungchild,didyourmothertuckyouin,asthe
poet’sdid?
Ans: Yes,mymotherusedtotuckmeinwhenIwasayoungchild,justlike
thepoet’smotherdid.(Self-experiencequestion)

2.Doyoulikerain?Whatdoyoudowhenitrainssteadilyorheavilyas
describedinthepoem?



Ans: Yes,Iliketherain.WhenitrainssteadilyIgetintomyhouseandenjoy
theweatherwithfamily.Weenjoytea.Itiswonderfulexperience(self-
experiencequestion)

3.Doeseverybodyhaveacosybedtolieinwhenitrains?Lookaround
youanddescribehowdifferentkindsofpeopleoranimalsspendtime,
seekshelteretc.duringrain.
Ans: No,everybodyisnotfortunateenoughtohaveacosybedtoliein
whenitrains.Noteverybodygetstoenjoythecomfortofcosyhomes
duringrain.Ihaveseenanimalsseekingshelterundertreesandunderthe
tinroofsofthesmallroadsideteastalls.Thepeoplepassingbyshooaway
theseanimalsandtrytoshrinkthemselvesunderthelimitedspaceof
theseshops.Thepooranimalsareleftshiveringanddrenchingonthe
roads.Theshopkeepersofsuchstallsaredelightedasthepeoplewaiting
fortheraintosubsideoftenendupbuyingteaandsna


